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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

FRONT MATTER

Copyright & Use
Free to download. Built to print. Designed to keep Scripture at the center.

Copyright © 2026 Shawn Alexander. All rights reserved.
Published by Wretched Worm Publishing.
Truth Tracer and Trace the Text are used here as the study-resource branding for this Scripture mapping method.

FREE-USE LICENSE

You may download and print this starter kit for personal Bible study. A local church or small group may also print copies for
its own participants. Please do not sell the file, alter the branding, repackage it as your own work, or upload the PDF to
another website. When sharing it online, share the official download page instead.

Scripture quotations
This starter kit is designed to work with the Bible translation you normally use. The worked example relies primarily on
references and short phrases rather than reproducing long copyrighted passages. Where a public-domain wording is
needed, use the World English Bible, Protestant Edition (WEBP).

STUDY PRINCIPLE

This workbook is not a shortcut around careful reading, prayer, the local church, or faithful teachers. The goal is not to make
the Bible say something new. The goal is to see more clearly what God has already said.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

WELCOME

Welcome to Trace the Text
A map is useful only if it follows the terrain. Scripture mapping works the same way.

Bible study can become either too fast or too complicated. We skim a familiar verse, jump immediately to application,
or collect disconnected cross-references without first asking what the biblical author is actually saying.

This starter kit gives you a repeatable paper method for slowing down and tracing the text. You will observe words and
relationships, follow the author's logic, place the passage in context, connect it to the rest of Scripture, and respond in
faith and obedience.

THE AIM

Not prettier notes. Not clever diagrams. Not finding a secret meaning. The aim is faithful understanding that leads to
worship, repentance, trust, obedience, and deeper love for Christ.

Start simple. You need a Bible, a pen, and time. Begin with the text itself before reaching for study notes. Write
observations before interpretations. Let context control meaning. Use cross-references to illuminate the passage, not
replace it. Move to application only after you have worked to understand what the text means.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

TRUTH TRACER

How the Paper Kit Mirrors the App
Same study logic. No screen required.

Truth Tracer is built around a simple idea: Scripture stays at the center. This printable kit uses the same categories
you will recognize in the app, but gives you room to work by hand.

OBSERVATION

What does the text actually say?

CONTEXT

What surrounds this passage and controls its meaning?

KEY TERMS

Which words, themes, commands, warnings, or promises
carry weight?

CROSS REFERENCES

What other passages clarify or develop this truth?

THEOLOGY

What does this text teach about God, humanity, sin, grace,
and redemption?

GOSPEL CONNECTION

How does this truth relate to Christ and God's saving
work?

APPLICATION

Because this is true, what should change?

PRAYER

How should this text shape worship, confession,
dependence, and praise?

PAPER FIRST... APP LATER

You can use this kit today as a complete study process. If you later move the same study into Truth Tracer, your notes
already have a natural place to go.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

METHOD

The Five-Movement Method
Every trace follows the same path.

1

1. READ

Observe what is actually on the page. Mark repeated words, commands, promises, contrasts,
people, actions, time words, and key theological terms.

2

2. TRACE

Follow the author's logic. Notice therefore, for, but, so that, because, if/then, questions, conclusions,
and relationships between clauses.

3

3. UNDERSTAND

Place the passage in its literary, historical, and biblical context. Ask what the author intended the
original audience to understand.

4

4. CONNECT

Trace legitimate links to the rest of Scripture. Identify doctrines, redemptive themes, and passages
that clarify the same truth.

5

5. RESPOND

Move from truth to worship and obedience. Ask what to believe, confess, reject, pursue, pray, or do
because this text is true.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

PREPARE

Before You Map
Good study starts with good habits.

Choose a manageable unit. A paragraph or short section is usually better than an isolated verse. Read it several times
in one translation before comparing others. Pray for humility, clarity, and obedience. Delay commentaries until you
have made your own observations, then use good resources to test and sharpen your conclusions.

FIVE GUARDRAILS

1) Context before conclusions.
2) Authorial intent before personal impressions.
3) Clear texts help interpret difficult texts.
4) Christ-centered reading follows the Bible's own redemptive storyline rather than forced symbolism.
5) Obedience flows from grace, not from an attempt to earn God's acceptance.

PASSAGE I PLAN TO STUDY

WHAT I ALREADY THINK THIS PASSAGE MEANS
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

MOVEMENT 1

READ
Observation comes before explanation.

Read slowly enough to notice what the author put there. The first question is not "What does this mean to me?" but
"What is actually present in the text?"

MARK THESE ASK THESE

Repeated words or ideas Who is speaking or acting?

People and pronouns What is asserted?

Main verbs and actions What receives emphasis?

Commands and prohibitions What changes in the paragraph?

Promises and warnings What words carry theological weight?

Contrasts and comparisons What is surprising?

Time words and sequence What is explicit?

Questions and answers What am I assuming?

DISCIPLINE

Write observations in plain language. "Paul repeats in Christ" is an observation. "This means Christians can never feel
guilty" is already an interpretation and may be too broad. Separate what you see from what you think it means.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

MOVEMENT 2

TRACE
Follow the relationships inside the sentence and paragraph.

Biblical authors reason. They give grounds, conclusions, contrasts, purposes, conditions, explanations, and results.
Small connecting words often expose the skeleton of the argument.

THEREFORE / SO Conclusion or inference - what came before supports what follows.

FOR / BECAUSE Ground or reason - the author explains why the previous claim is true.

BUT / HOWEVER Contrast - the author turns, qualifies, or sets two realities against each other.

SO THAT / IN ORDER THAT Purpose or result - the author tells you what something is aiming toward.

IF / THEN Condition and consequence - identify exactly what depends on what.

MAPPING MOVE

Draw arrows only when you can name the relationship. Instead of "this connects to that," write "because," "results in,"
"contrasts with," "defines," or "applies to." A labeled connection forces clearer thinking.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

MOVEMENT 3

UNDERSTAND
Meaning lives in context.

A verse is never less than its words, but it is often more than one sentence can show by itself. Read outward: sentence
> paragraph > section > book > biblical storyline.

LITERARY CONTEXT

What comes immediately before and after? What question or problem is the author addressing?

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Who wrote? To whom? What circumstances genuinely matter for understanding the passage?

BOOK PURPOSE

How does this passage serve the argument or purpose of the whole biblical book?

WORD MEANING

What does a key word mean here? Let usage and context control the definition.

GENRE

Narrative, poetry, prophecy, wisdom, Gospel, epistle, apocalypse, and law communicate in different ways.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

MOVEMENT 4

CONNECT
Let Scripture illuminate Scripture.

Cross-references are powerful when they clarify the text you are studying. They become distracting when they turn
into a chain of verses that ignores the original passage.

START CLOSE

First connect inside the same paragraph and book. An author's own definitions and repeated themes usually deserve priority
over distant references.

THEN WIDEN

Trace the same doctrine, quotation, promise, covenant theme, or redemptive pattern elsewhere in Scripture. Ask whether
the connection explains, develops, fulfills, contrasts, or applies the truth.

KEEP CHRIST CENTRAL WITHOUT FORCING HIM INTO THE MARGINS

Ask how the text relates to creation, fall, promise, covenant, redemption, Christ's person and work, the Spirit, the church, or
final restoration. Let the Bible's own storyline establish the connection.

A cross-reference should help you answer:
- What does this passage mean?
- Where else is this truth taught or developed?
- How does this fit within God's redemptive work?
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

MOVEMENT 5

RESPOND
The goal of interpretation is not information alone.

Faithful study should end in faithful response. But application must grow from the text rather than being imported into
it.

BELIEVE
What truth about God, Christ, salvation, humanity, or God's promises must I trust?

CONFESS
What sin, false belief, misplaced desire, or pattern does the text expose?

REJECT
What lie, fear, excuse, or worldly pattern should I refuse?

PURSUE
What obedience, virtue, habit, relationship, or responsibility should I practice?

PRAY
What does this passage teach me to praise God for, ask for, or surrender to Him?

REMEMBER

The gospel changes the order: we do not obey to become accepted in Christ; those who are in Christ learn to obey because
grace has already laid hold of them.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 1

Passage Snapshot
Begin every study by identifying the text and your first observations.

PASSAGE Reference DATE / TRANSLATION

WRITE OR SUMMARIZE THE PASSAGE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

WHAT SEEMS TO BE THE MAIN POINT?

QUESTIONS I WANT THE TEXT TO ANSWER
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 2

Observe the Text
Record what you see before you decide what it means.

PEOPLE / PRONOUNS ACTIONS / MAIN VERBS

COMMANDS / WARNINGS PROMISES / ASSURANCES

CONTRASTS / COMPARISONS QUESTIONS / SURPRISES
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 3

Key Terms & Themes
Notice the vocabulary and themes carrying the weight of the passage.

REPEATED WORDS / IDEAS

IMPORTANT THEOLOGICAL TERMS

WORDS I NEED TO DEFINE FROM CONTEXT

WHAT RECEIVES THE STRONGEST EMPHASIS?
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 4

Logic & Structure
Turn the paragraph into a map of relationships.

CONNECTING WORDS I SEE

MAIN CLAIM / ASSERTION

GROUNDS / REASONS - WHY IS THE CLAIM TRUE?

PURPOSE / RESULT - WHAT DOES IT LEAD TO?

WRITE THE ARGUMENT IN ONE SENTENCE USING BECAUSE, THEREFORE, OR SO THAT
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 5

Context
Read the passage as part of a whole book, not a detached quotation.

BIBLICAL BOOK / AUTHOR / AUDIENCE

WHAT COMES IMMEDIATELY BEFORE?

WHAT COMES IMMEDIATELY AFTER?

HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE SERVE THE LARGER SECTION OR BOOK?

HISTORICAL / CULTURAL DETAILS THAT GENUINELY MATTER
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 6

Cross-Reference Tracer
Use other passages to clarify, develop, or confirm the truth.

REFERENCE 1 HOW IT CONNECTS

REFERENCE 2 HOW IT CONNECTS

REFERENCE 3 HOW IT CONNECTS

REFERENCE 4 HOW IT CONNECTS

WHAT DO THESE REFERENCES CLARIFY WITHOUT CHANGING THE MEANING OF MY MAIN PASSAGE?
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 7

Theology & Biblical Story
Name the truth carefully, then locate it in the Bible's larger story.

WHAT DOES THIS TEXT TEACH ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DOES IT TEACH ABOUT HUMANITY / SIN / NEED?

WHAT DOCTRINE IS PRESENT OR IMPLIED?

WHERE DOES THIS FIT IN THE BIBLICAL STORYLINE?

WHAT MUST I AVOID OVERSTATING?
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 8

Gospel Connection
Connect to Christ faithfully, not mechanically.

A faithful gospel connection may expose need, reveal God's promise, point to Christ's person or work, show the Spirit's ministry, describe
union with Christ, or locate the passage in the story of redemption.

WHAT PROBLEM OR NEED DOES THIS PASSAGE EXPOSE?

WHAT GRACE, PROMISE, PROVISION, OR WORK OF GOD ANSWERS THAT NEED?

HOW DOES CHRIST'S PERSON AND WORK CLARIFY OR FULFILL THIS TRUTH?

WRITE THE GOSPEL CONNECTION IN TWO OR THREE SENTENCES
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 9

Application & Prayer
Respond to the truth you have actually studied.

I NEED TO BELIEVE...

I NEED TO CONFESS...

I NEED TO REJECT...

I NEED TO PURSUE...

ONE CONCRETE ACT OF OBEDIENCE

PRAYER
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKSHEET

WORKSHEET 10

Freeform Scripture Map
Put the passage in the center. Build outward only with connections you can explain.

MAIN PASSAGE

Reference / central claim

OBSERVATION

KEY TERMS

CONTEXT

CROSS REFERENCES

THEOLOGY / GOSPEL

APPLICATION / PRAYER
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKED EXAMPLE

WORKED EXAMPLE

Romans 8:1 - READ + TRACE
A familiar verse is a good place to practice slowing down.

Read Romans 8:1 in your preferred translation, then keep the verse connected to the argument around it. Notice that
Paul begins with a declaration, not a command. He announces a verdict that is already true for a defined people: those
who are in Christ Jesus.

FIRST OBSERVATION

Romans 8:1 is not telling believers what they must achieve before God will accept them. The verse states a present verdict
and locates that verdict in Christ.

THEREFORE What conclusion is Paul drawing?

NOW Why does the timing matter?

NO CONDEMNATION What kind of condemnation is denied?

IN CHRIST JESUS Who receives this verdict?

TRACE THE LOGIC

The word "therefore" tells you to read backward. Romans 8:1 is a conclusion resting on the gospel argument Paul has
already developed: guilt, justification, union with Christ, the struggle with sin, and God's saving action.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKED EXAMPLE

WORKED EXAMPLE

Romans 8:1 - UNDERSTAND
Context controls the promise.

Read Romans 8:1 inside Romans 5-8 and the argument of the whole letter. Paul has already established justification
by faith, peace with God, union with Christ, the limits of the law in producing righteousness, and the real conflict with
remaining sin.

NO CONDEMNATION DOES NOT MEAN NO REMAINING SIN

Romans 7 makes the struggle with sin impossible to ignore, and Romans 8 immediately calls believers to life in the Spirit.
The point is that remaining sin does not reverse the believer's justified status in Christ.

WHY THE VERDICT CAN STAND

Romans 8:3 explains that God did not ignore sin. Grace does not pretend guilt away. God deals with sin through His action
in sending His Son.

A USEFUL DISTINCTION

Condemnation is a judicial verdict before God. Conviction is the gracious exposure of sin that leads believers toward
repentance. Confusing the two can make a Christian treat every painful conviction as though God has returned him to a
condemned status.

ONE-SENTENCE MEANING

Because of God's saving work in Christ, everyone united to Christ presently stands free from God's condemning
verdict.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT - WORKED EXAMPLE

WORKED EXAMPLE

Romans 8:1 - CONNECT + RESPOND
Let Scripture clarify the verdict, then let the verdict shape your life.

Helpful cross-references include Romans 5:1, Romans 5:9, Romans 8:33-34, John 5:24, and Colossians 2:13-14.
Together they reinforce the same gospel logic: justification, rescue from wrath, the impossibility of a successful charge
against those God justifies, passage from judgment to life, and the cancellation of debt.

GOSPEL CONNECTION

Romans 8:1 is good news because its certainty is located in Christ, not in the believer's flawless performance. The
Christian's confidence rests on Christ's finished work and God's justifying verdict. Sanctification follows from that secure
standing; it does not purchase it.

BELIEVE God's verdict in Christ is more authoritative than the accusing voice of my conscience.

CONFESS I often try to pay for sins Christ has already borne by rehearsing shame or performing for acceptance.

REJECT I will reject the idea that holiness grows best from fear of being cast out.

PURSUE I will confess sin quickly, receive God's promise by faith, and pursue holiness as one who belongs to Christ.

PRAY Father, teach me to hate sin without denying grace, and to rest in Christ without using grace as an excuse for sin.
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TRUTH TRACER TRACE THE TEXT STARTER KIT

KEEP TRACING

Quick Reference
Use this page until the five movements become instinctive.

READ

What is actually here? Repetition, verbs, people, commands, promises, contrasts, time words,
questions.

TRACE

How do the parts relate? Therefore, for, because, but, so that, if/then. Name each connection.

UNDERSTAND

What does this mean in its paragraph, book, historical setting, genre, and biblical context?

CONNECT

What passages legitimately clarify, develop, fulfill, or reinforce this truth?

RESPOND

Because this is true, what should I believe, confess, reject, pursue, and pray?

KEEP GOING

The goal is not to finish a worksheet. The goal is to become a more careful reader of God's Word. When you are ready to
carry the same study logic into a visual map, visit TruthTracerApp.com.

TRUTH TRACER

Follow the Truth Through the Word.
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